
Stop Bans on Gender-Affirming Health Care
HB 419 (Hudson) | HB 463 (Boyd) | HB 540 (Sparks)

SB 49 (Moon) | SB 236 (Hoskins) | SB 281 (Eigel)

Like everyone, transgender and non-binary Missourians must have access to the care they
need to thrive. Bills that would ban trans and non-binary young people’s access to lifesaving,
gender-affirming care put these young people’s health and wellbeing at risk, and criminalize

health care providers for following evidence-based best practices.

Bans on gender-affirming care harm trans and non-binary Missourians.
Bills that ban gender-affirming care target young people, their parents, and their clinicians, and
some versions extend restrictions to transgender and non-binary Missourians of all ages.
Provisions in these bills include:

● Banning providing, referring for, and “aiding and abetting” the broadly-defined “gender
transition procedures,” for people under 18.

● Gagging health care professionals from counseling, support, and referrals related to
gender affirming care and gender transition.

● Prohibiting gender transition procedures for people under 18 at state, county, or local
government facilities and prohibiting state, county, or local government employed health
care professionals from providing gender-affirming care to people under 18.

● Targeting access and affordability of gender-affirming care by deploying punitive public
funding restrictions on providers of gender-affirming care, and banning insurance
coverage and health plan reimbursement for gender affirming care for those under 18.

● Banning and curtailing gender affirming care for adults, including a committee substitute
to deny gender-affirming care to incarcerated Missourians, and denying insurance
coverage of gender-affirming care.

Attacks on LGBTQ+ Missourians are straight out of the anti-abortion playbook.
Attacks against LGBTQ rights and dignity are coming from the very same politicians and
far-right actors who enacted abortion bans. We know that LGBTQ rights and reproductive rights
are intertwined — both arise from our fundamental right to control our own bodies and build the
families we choose.

Gender-affirming care saves lives.
● When transgender and non-binary young people have the medical care and support they

need, it improves their health and wellbeing, and enables them to thrive.1, 2, 3, 4, 5

● Denying trans and non-binary Missourians support and health care puts them at risk of
serious harms, including depression, social isolation, self-harm, and suicidality.6, 7
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● Transgender folks already face pervasive mistreatment and violence, marginalization,
and discrimination8 — legislative attacks on the care and support they need to thrive
both physically and emotionally further threaten their health and lives.

Gender-affirming care is evidence-based and the standard of care.

● Every major medical organization supports access to gender-affirming care following
well-established clinical guidelines that are based on empirical evidence.9, 10

● As with all medical treatment, medical guidelines provide that each patient undergoes
the informed-consent process and receives appropriate care, information, and
support that are tailored to their individual needs.

This legislation is dangerous interference in the patient-clinician relationship.

● As with all health care, there is no place for politicians in decisions about
gender-affirming care.

● This legislation would force providers to deny their patients lifesaving care and
information and go against the standard of care—a violation of their professional ethics.

● Bans on gender-affirming care would also deprive parents from supporting the medical
decisions that are best for their children and families.

Planned Parenthood health center clinicians, staff, and educators see every day the life-giving
impact of inclusive, gender-affirming health care. Planned Parenthood of the St. Louis Region
and Southwest Missouri’s TRANSforming Community, TRANSforming Care program provides
gender-affirming care, education, and support, which allows people to lead authentic lives.
These services involve a wide range of sexual and reproductive health care tailored to the
patient’s needs, as well as gender-affirming hormone therapy. Since starting nearly two years
ago, the program has served more than 3,000 trans and non-binary patient visits.

We should all agree that all Missourians must have access to evidence-based health care, no
matter their gender identity and be able to see their doctor without fear of interference,
discrimination, or retaliation from politicians. Parents and clinicians must be able to support and
affirm young people so that they can live healthy lives.
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