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Planned Parenthood Advocates of Montana (PPAMT) is the nonpartisan advocacy

and political arm of Planned Parenthood in Montana. PPAMT works through

electoral, legislative, and regulatory channels to advocate for universal access,

without barriers, to cutting-edge sexual and reproductive health care for all

Montanans.
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Martha Fuller, President & CEO
Quinn Leighton, Director of External Affairs
Jessica Lahr, Community Organizer
Mary Sullivan, Communications Coordinator

Planned Parenthood Advocates of Montana's
proven history of advocacy activities support the
provision of quality, accessible, affordable
reproductive and sexual health care and
education. Through grassroots organizing,
community partnerships and coalitions, electoral
advocacy and local, and state government
lobbying, PPAMT advocates for reproductive
freedom. 

This scorecard includes votes from bills that
represent PPAMT legislative priorities,
descriptions of bills passed, and updated notices
on the status of bills, as of August 2023.

We’re extremely grateful to all of our partners
including the Montana Sexual and Reproductive
Health Collective and the Free and Fair Coalition, 
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Support our work,
 scan to donate to PPAMT:

and our legislative champions. Thank you to our members who continued to make calls,
sent emails, testified remotely and on whom we can rely to show up time and time again.
We couldn’t have done this work without you. Even though the session has adjourned, our
work continues. Stay in touch with us:



With the number of bills passed this legislative session, it feels difficult to summarize exactly
what happened during the 2023 Montana Legislative Session. We won’t sugarcoat things: The
2023 session showed Montanans that lawmakers are working against the best interests of
everyday folks. By working tooth and nail to dial back the rights of women, LGBTQIA2S+
communities, BIPOC communities, working families, and folks receiving public assistance
benefits like Medicaid, the Montana GOP worked relentlessly to pass unpopular laws that
create barriers to healthy, thriving communities for the majority of Montanans. 

While some victories can be celebrated, Planned Parenthood Advocates of Montana (PPAMT)
recognizes how many harmful bills moved through both chambers and eventually made it in
front of the Governor’s pen; the tone and tenor of hearings; and the overall impact to Montana
communities. After the session and Gov. Gianforte signing into law some of the most harmful
anti-abortion and anti-trans legislation in the country, it’s important to reiterate that abortion
care is still legal and safe in Montana. Patients in the state have seen no changes in abortion
access due to litigation on bills that were signed, and one Department of Health and Human
Services rule that would have effectively ruled out Medicaid recipients’ access to abortion care.
Montanans need to know that we can still access safe, legal abortion, and Medicaid patients
can utilize benefits to do so.

A Note from Our Leaders
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Collectively with partners and legislators, we successfully saw
three harmful anti-abortion bills tabled in the House Human
Services Committee; HB720 ‘Determination of Life’, HB873
‘Disposal of Fetal Remains’ and HB879 ‘Fund Post-Abortion
Counseling Program’, one vetoed by Governor Gianforte;
HB968 ‘Revise Abortion Laws Concerning Parental
Consultation’, and HJ33 ‘Study Abortion Complications’, a
study bill that never made it to 2nd Reading on the Senate
Floor because of an early motion to Sine Die. Additionally, we
were watching two potential constitutional amendments that 

"Abortion care is
still legal and safe
in Montana.
Patients in the
state have seen no
changes in
abortion access."

So, while it was a difficult legislative session, it was not without celebration and some big sighs
of relief. We thank you for your support and hope this legislative scorecard aids you in
understanding these issues and how Montana's elected officials shape the landscape of
reproductive and sexual health care for Montanans. We are grateful to work an behalf of all
Montanans and we will never stop fighting for your rights and futures.

were never introduced but could have had significant consequences to patient care. In a
significant win, Rep. Alice Buckley’s HB302, ‘Insurance Coverage for 12-Month Supply of Birth
Control' passed and was signed by the Governor. 

Yours in Solidarity,

Martha Fuller, President & CEO

Quinn Leighton, Director of External Affairs
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HB302 Insurance Coverage for 12-Month Supply of
Birth Control
Sponsored by Rep. Alice Buckley (D), HD63, Bozeman
Carried by Rep. Mary Caferro (D) and Sen. Jason Small (R)
PPAMT Supported
Bill passed and signed into law

HB302 requires insurance coverage of a 12-month supply of prescription birth control,
including any covered drug, device, or product for contraception.

HB303 Implement Medical Ethics and Diversity Act

Sponsored by Rep. Amy Regier (R), HD6, Kalispell
Carried by Sen. Tom McGillvray (R)
PPAMT Opposed
Bill passed and signed into law

HB303 allows any medical provider, medical institution and/or insurer to deny care to
any person for any reason based on religious, ethical, or moral reasons. It’s a very
broadly written bill that could allow any person who works at a facility, from a janitor,
front desk scheduler, surgery tech, or physician, to deny care.
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2023 House and Senate Bills

HB359 prohibits parents from bringing their children to age-appropriate drag shows
that occur in public places, schools, and libraries. If a business serves alcohol, holds a
drag show, and children are present, they are required to establish themselves as a
“sexually oriented business.”

HB359 Prohibit Minors from Attending Drag Shows

Rep. Braxton Mitchell (R), HD3, Columbia Falls
Carried by Sen. Keith Regier (R)
PPAMT Opposed
Bill passed and signed into law, facing litigation



HB361 Provide That Use of A Name and Sex by A Student is
Not Discrimination
Rep. Brandon Ler (R), HD35, Savage
Carried by Sen. Keith Regier (R)
PAMT Opposed
Bill passed and signed into law

HB361 makes the dead-naming and mis-gender trans, nonbinary, or two-spirit peers
legal.
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2023 House and Senate Bills

HB544 requires prior authorization by a physician to access abortion care with
Medicaid. In order to receive prior authorization, a physical exam must be performed
in person, by a physician – despite Advanced Practice Nurse Practitioners and Physician
Assistants being trained and qualified to perform abortions.

HB544 Provide Requirements for Coverage of Abortion Under
Medicaid and CHIP

Rep. Jane Gillette (R), HD64, Bozeman
Carried by Sen. Becky Beard (R)
PPAMT Opposed
Bill passed and signed into law, facing litigation, law not in effect

HB575 Prohibit Abortion of Unborn Viable Children
Rep. Lola Sheldon-Galloway (R), HD22, Great Falls
Carried by Sen. Daniel Emrich (R)
PPAMT Opposed
Bill passed and signed into law, facing litigation, law not in effect

HB575 requires a physician or physician assistant to put in writing the determination of
viability and provide that to the patient. The bill was amended to add a mandatory
ultrasound to the physician’s determination of viability. This bill essentially erases
telehealth abortion care, given that an in-person physical exam is mandated.



HB676 Revise Laws to Clarify Fundamental Parental Rights
Sponsored by Rep. Kerri Seekins-Crowe (R), HD43, Billings
Carried by Sen. Keith Regier (R)
PPAMT Opposed
Bill passed and signed into law

HB676 is a  parental rights bill with strict oversight of youth activities in school, activities,
education and health care. This law impacts a young person’s ability access certain
reproductive health care options without a parents involvement

HB625 is redundant of law homicide and infanticide already in the Montana code
homicide and infanticide). This bill was amended so it would only apply to an infant
who survives an abortion. The language is offensive to medical providers implying they
would leave some infants without life-saving care, while providing care to others. 
 Additionally, this bill is nearly identical to a ballot measure voted down by the people
of Montana in 2022.

HB625 Infant Safety and Care Act

Sponsored by Rep. Kerri Seekins-Crowe (R), HD43, Billings
Carried by Sen. Keith Regier (R)
PPAMT Opposed
Bill passed and signed into law

2023 House and Senate Bills
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HB721 bans the safest, most common method of abortion after 15 weeks. This is a
drastic measure that represents just one of many efforts by politicians to severely limit a
pregnant person’s right to access abortion — or eliminate it entirely. This bill impacts
access to abortion care at large, as well as miscarriage care.

HB721 Restrict Unborn Children from Dismemberment Abortion

Sponsored by Rep. and House Speaker Matt Regier (R), HD4, Kalispell
Carried by Sen. Steve Hinebauch (R)
PPAMT Opposed
Bill passed and signed into law, facing litigation, law not in effect



HB786 Revise Laws to Require Reporting of Individuals
Harmed by Abortion Pills
Sponsored by Rep. Lola Sheldon-Galloway (R), HD22, Great Falls
Carried by Sen. Theresa Manzella (R)
PPAMT Opposed
Bill passed and signed into law

HB786 adds additional, medication abortion-specific reporting requirements to the
state’s existing abortion reporting statute. Specifically, this bill requires additional record
keeping and reporting of “any adverse side effects” experienced by a person that is
prescribed medication abortion pills. Under the current language, a provider could face
fines, reprimand, other sanctions, and license suspension for up to one year for being
outside of compliance. This bill is redundant to existing reporting statutes and seeks to
stigmatize medication abortion as being unsafe, despite decades of safety records from
the Food and Drug Administration (FDA).
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2023 House and Senate Bills

HB862 is a functional ban on abortion care access for thousands of Montanans who
receive Medicaid benefits.

HB862 Prohobit Use of Public Funds for Abortion and Exceptions

Sponsored by Rep. Mike Hopkins (R), HD92, Missoula
Carried by Sen. Carl Glimm (R)
PPAMT Opposed
Bill passed and signed into law, facing litigation, law not in effect

HB937 Provide for Licensure of Abortion Clinics
Sponsored by Rep. Lola Sheldon-Galloway (R), HD22, Great Falls
Carried by Sen. Theresa Manzella (R)
PPAMT Opposed
Bill passed and signed into law

HB937 singles out health centers that provide abortion services for licensure through
Department of Public Health and Human Services, and would require additional
information and reporting. This is a Targeted Regulation of Abortion Providers or TRAP
law that singles out health centers that provide abortion services for licensure through
the Department of Public Health and Human Services.



SB99  Provide for a Youth Health Protection Act
Sponsored by Sen. John Fuller (R), SD4, Whitefish
Carried by Rep. Kerri Seekins-Crowe (R)
PPAMT Opposed
Bill passed and signed into law, facing litigation

SB99 bans gender affirming care for trans, non-binary and two-spirit youth under 18,
including hormone replacement therapy, puberty blockers and mental health services.
The bill also places restrictions on publicly funded spaces and on public employees in
how they can support a social transition of a trans, non-binary, or two-spirit youth under
18.

HB968 removes the Parental Consent for Abortion Act, which has been ruled
unconstitutional, and replaces it with a Consultation for Minor's Abortion Act of 2023.
The bill heavily limits rights for minors despite their constitutional protections.

HB968 Revise Abortion Laws Concerning Parental Consultation

Sponsored by Rep. Amy Regier (R), HD6, Kalispell
Carried by Sen. Keith Regier (R)
PPAMT Opposed
Bill passed and vetoed by Governor Gianforte

2023 House and Senate Bills
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SB154 is two sentences long and simply states that within the Constitution’s Privacy
Provision, the Right to Abortion shall be prohibited. The passing of this law does not
alter the Montana Constitution, or tamper with Montanans’ rights to privacy or
abortion. The Legislature does not have the authority to change the Montana
Constitution with a statutory bill.

SB154 Define the Right to Privacy to Clarify No Right to Abortion

Sponsored by Sen. Keith Regier (R), SD3, Kalispell
Carried by Rep. Lola Sheldon-Galloway (R)
PPAMT Opposed
Bill passed and signed into law



SB458 Define Sex in Montana Law
Sponsored by Sen. Carl Glimm (R), SD2, Kila
Carried by Rep. Amy Regier (R)
PPAMT Opposed
Bill passed and signed into law, facing litigation, law not in effect

SB458 implements archaic, rigid definitions of ‘male’ and ‘female’ for cisgender only
people. This bill defines people’s sex based on their reproductive capacity and internal
reproductive organs. With more than 60 pages, the bill touches over 40 areas of
Montana code. In function, SB458 legislates out of legal existence trans, nonbinary, two-
spirit and intersex people from state law, opening the door for discrimination, lack of
legal footing, and harmful avenues of forced mis-gendering of oneself to adhere to the
of law.

2023 House and Senate Bills
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SB518 has mandates the ability of parents to withdraw students from school instruction
on the basis of religious belief, requires schools to provide parents information on
education materials, and prohibits public school employees from maintaining student-
shared information that occurs at school and school-related activities. The law carries
harmful repercussions for trans, non-binary and two-spirit youths as personal
information can be made available to parents.

SB518 Revise Parental Rights Laws to Increase Parental 
Involvement in Education

Sponsored by Sen. Theresa Manzella (R), SD44, Hamilton
Carried by Rep. Lee Deming (R)
PPAMT Opposed
Bill passed and signed into law



PPAMT Supported Failed Bills

HB432 Generally Revise Abortion Laws
Rep. Laurie Bishop (D), HD60, Livingston

HB498 Establish a Menstrual Equity Act
Rep. Emma Kerr-Carpenter (D), HD49, Billings

HB570 Provide Civil Penalty for Interfering with Abortion Access
Rep. Marilyn Marler (D), HD90, Missoula

SB315 Provide for Comprehensive Sex, Gender, and Sexuality Education
in Public Schools
Sen. Mary Ann Dunwell (D), SD42, Helena

SB437 Generally Revise Abortion Laws
Sen. Jen Gross (D), SD25, Billings

PPAMT Opposed Failed Bills

HB720 Determination of Life
Rep. Zack Wirth (R), HD80, Wolf Creek

HB873 Provide for the Disposal of Fetal Remains
Rep. Lola Sheldon-Galloway (R), HD22, Great Falls

HB879 Fund Post-Abortion Counseling Program
Rep. Lola Sheldon-Galloway (R), HD22, Great Falls

HJ33 Study of Abortion Complications and Abortion Pill Side Effects 
Rep. Lola Sheldon-Galloway (R), HD22, Great Falls
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2023 Legislator Standouts

These legislators stood strong for patients, providers, and access to reproductive
and sexual healthcare during the 2023 session.

Dist. Legislator City Party Dist. Legislator City Party
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2023 Senate Scorecard
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